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Buckingham County 

Board of Supervisors 

April 19, 2021 

Reconvened Meeting 

 

At a reconvened meeting of the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors held on Monday, April 19, 

2021 at 6:00 p.m. in the Peter Francisco Auditorium of the Buckingham County Administration 

Complex, the following members were present:  Don Matthews, Chairman; T. Jordan Miles, III, Vice-

Chairman; Dennis Davis; Donald E. Bryan; Harry W. Bryant, Jr.; Joe N. Chambers, Jr.; Danny R. Allen.  

Also present were Karl Carter, Asst. County Administrator; Jamie Shumaker, IT Manager; and E.M. 

Wright, Jr., County Attorney.  Rebecca S. Carter, County Administrator was absent.   

Re:  Call to Order 

Chairman Matthews called the meeting to order. 

Re:  Establishment of a Quorum 

Chairman Matthews certified there was a quorum.  Seven of seven members were present.  The meeting 

could continue. 

Re:  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

Supervisor Allen gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was said by all who were in 

attendance. 

Re:  Statements from Supervisor’s Miles and Bryan 

Matthews:  We have two statements. One Mr. Miles and the other by Mr. Bryan. 

 

Miles:   Mr. Chairman, I have a statement regarding the budget. And my involvement thereto.  I'm 

advising that I have sought an opinion from the Commonwealth's Attorney concerning any conflict I 

may have in participating in discussions and voting on the county's budget because I'm an employee of 

Piedmont Senior Resources. I have received a written opinion from Mr. Wright that I can participate in 

the discussions and vote on budget matters. The Code of Virginia requires that I make a statement 

concerning my situation.  According, I make the following statement for the record. 1.  I will participate 

in the discussions and voting on matters relating to the adoption as well as the adoption of the 2021-

2022 Board of Supervisor’s budget for the county.  2.  I’m an employee of Piedmont Senior Resources, 

which is funded in part by allocations from the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors. 3. I'm a 

member of a group of employees of Piedmont Senior Resources, the group being more than three which 

are affected by the transaction.  4.  I'm able to participate in the transaction fairly objectively, and in the 
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public interest and 5.  I do not set the budget or authorize expenditures of Piedmont Senior Resources. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, I need to read a statement as well, for the record, I'm advising that I have sought 

an opinion from the Commonwealth Attorney any conflict I may have in participating in discussions and 

voting on the county's budget, because I'm a school teacher for the Buckingham County School System. 

I've received the written opinion from Mr. Wright. And I can say that I can participate in the discussions 

and vote on budget matters. The Code of Virginia requires that I make a statement concerning my 

situation. Accordingly, I make the following statement for the record. I will participate in discussions 

and vote on matters relating to the adoption, as well as the adoption of the 2021-2022 Budget of the 

Board of Supervisors for the county. I am a school teacher employed by the Buckingham County School 

Board, which is funded in part by allocations from the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors. I'm a 

member of profession.  The members of which are affected by the transaction, I am able to participate in 

the transaction fairly, objectively, and in the public interest. And I do not set the budget or authorize the 

expenditures of Buckingham County School Board. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Re:   Consider the FY20-21 Budget 

 

Matthews:   The next item on the agenda is consider the fiscal year 2021-22. Budget. I guess we need to 

open that up for discussion. Is there any statements or discussion to be made on that? 

 

Allen:  Yeah, the statement that we'd like to… we've been talking about this forestry thing. Trying to 

help with wood cutters in Buckingham. And now we've got the understanding, we've got to go through a 

public hearing to do what we'd like to do. So. Which step can we do tonight to get started on that? 

 

Chambers:  I think we should form a committee to study this. 

 

Matthews:  We already have a finance committee. So you could go you could go through that. And we 

could add Mr. Jenkins to that committee. Yes, sir. To represent the loggers. 

 

Bryant:  Refer it to the Finance Committee. 

 

Matthews:  Yes, sir. We probably need a motion for that. To let Mr. Jenkins serve on the Finance 

Committee concerning the Virginia Loggers Association representing the loggers of Buckingham 

County.  

 

Chambers:  So moved. 

 

Allen:  Second. 
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Miles:  So just so I'm clear, Mr. Chairman, one question, what we're doing is we're adding the 

gentlemen to the finance committee or participating in the finance committee, and then the finance 

committee is going to take that request up? 

 

Matthews:  Yes.  As a onetime situation. I think you needed to set a public hearing after that's been 

approved or not approved?  

 

Bryan:  We wouldn't have to do that. 

 

Miles:  I think the committee would have to report first of all. 

 

Matthews:  Do you want to read that Mrs. Lann to make sure we got it right. 

 

Lann:  That we have added Mr. Jenkins to the Finance Committee for a onetime situation for the 

logging. 

 

Matthews:  As a consultant, I guess would be the best terminology. Yeah. So. Okay. That's the motion. 

We have a second for that?  Any other discussion? Got anything else you'd like to say? 

 

Miles:  Yeah, just real quick, Mr. Chairman, I think it's a good idea that we take time to study this.  It's a 

very important discussion point. I know that a lot of folks that on this board, have been talking about it, 

you know, over the last week, and it's a big deal. So I think it's a wise choice to go to committee. For 

more discussion to bring back to the full board. 

 

Matthews:  Just let's make it clear for the loggers and Mr. Jenkins, this is the first step of the process. So 

you know that we're not saying no, you know, we want to study it. And we want to learn more just like, 

you know, Mr. Jenkins, you're representing and given us, you gave us a lot of good information that 

we've asked for as far as what logging brings to Buckingham County in terms of dollars, and I 

appreciate that. I think it was over $10 million last year. Am I correct on that? Okay, so that'll help us 

and give us a lot better understanding moving forward. And I'm sure we'll get a lot of other questions 

from the board to once we get into this process. So anyway, thank you so much. Okay, call for the vote. 

It's unanimous seven zip, and we'll move on to the next item on the agenda. 

 

Supervisor Chambers moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to add Mr. Ron Jenkins to the Finance Committee representing the loggers for discussions regarding 

the exemption of logging equipment from tax. 

 

Miles:  Mr. Chairman, I would move that we adopt fiscal year 2021-2022 Budget as advertised. 
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Bryan:  Can you read all the rates, please? 

 

Miles:  That's a separate agenda item. Yes, sir. 

 

Bryan:  I'll second that. 

 

Matthews:  Is there any discussion on this matter from the other board members? 

Call for the vote. Six one. Next item. 

 

Vice Chairman Miles moved, Supervisor Bryan seconded to approve the FY21-22 Operating Budget 

as advertised.  This motion passed with a 6-1 vote.  Chairman Matthews opposing. 

 

Re:  Consider the 2021-22 Tax Rates 

 

Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, I move that we adopt the tax rates for 2021-2022. Real Estate 52¢, Public 

Service Corporation 52¢, the SCC Personal Property at $4.05, Personal Property at $4.05, Machinery 

and Tools at $2.90. Merchants Capital at $1 and Aircraft at 55¢. 

 

Miles:  I second. Mr. Chairman. 

 

Matthews:  Any discussion? I'd like to say that there's been no change in those from last year. Am I 

correct on that? 

 

Bryan:  COVID relief money 

 

Matthews:  Just letting everybody know we stood up and did the right thing when we needed to do it to 

protect the citizens of Buckingham County. And actually, we had a tax reduction last year. So I just 

want everybody to be clear on that. 

 

Miles:  From 55¢ to 52¢, I think, Mr. Chairman.  Is that right? 

 

Matthews:  Yes, sir. Yes, call for the vote. Unanimous.  Seven zip.  

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Vice Chairman Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to approve the 2021-22 Tax Rates as:  Real Estate 52¢, Public Service Corporation 52¢, the SCC 

Personal Property at $4.05, Personal Property at $4.05, Machinery and Tools at $2.90. Merchants 

Capital at $1 and Aircraft at 55¢. 
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Re:  Dr. Daisy Hicks, Buckingham County Schools:  Final FY21 Budget Update 

 

Matthews:  Next item is the presentation, Buckingham County School System Final Fiscal Year 21 

budget update. Has there been a change? 

 

Hicks:  This is a FY21 budget update to include the updated state revenues to reflect March 31 ADM of 

1894.99. This update also includes the addition of the security grant, as well as service small 

adjustments and federal grants. Also in the cafeteria fund, we are adjusting the beginning balance to 

reflect the actual balance based on the completed audit as well as moving federal funds to the summer 

school revenue line. 

 

Matthews:  Mr. Carter, has this been added and updated to the budget. 

 

K. Carter:  They will be once they are approved tonight. And this budget update as well does not 

include any changes to any local funding at all. All state and federal updates.  

 

Hicks:  Yes. 

 

Chambers:  I'll make a motion to approve. 

 

Miles:  I'll second it, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Matthews:  A motion and a second.  

 

Bryan:  One second.  

 

Matthews:  Call for the vote on that motion.  

 

Supervisor Chambers moved, Vice Chairman Miles seconded to approve the updated FY21 budget 

figures for the Buckingham County School System.  This motion passed with a 6-1 vote.  Chairman 

Matthews opposing. 

 

Re:  County Attorney Matters 

 

Dominion Resolution 

 

Matthews: Next item on the agenda is County Attorney Matters.  
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Wright:  Mr. Chairman, I have a few updates for you. Take them in the order. The Dominion resolution. 

I think we all have before you, should have before you, copies of the resolution authorizing the county 

administrator to execute on behalf of the County in agreement with Dominion-Atlantic Coast Pipeline 

LLC, accepting the $1.5 million dollars to benefit local community through a gift.  If you find that 

appropriate, I'd ask that you adopt that resolution. 

 

Matthews:  So we would need a motion to accept that. 

 

Wright:  Yes, if you would adopt the resolution that authorizes the acceptance and authorizes a 

signature of the conditions of the gift. 

 

Allen:  I'll make a motion to accept the resolution from Dominion for the $1.5 million. 

 

Bryan:  Second. 

 

Matthews:  We have a motion and a second to accept the resolution from Dominion and call for the 

vote. Or any discussion? 

 

Miles:  Yeah, just real quick. Mr. Chairman, I do think this is a wonderful opportunity. And I think that 

Dominion should be commended for stepping up to do the right thing in terms of helping us out with our 

EMS and investing in this community. And I'm very appreciative. 

 

Matthews:  Absolutely. All right.  

 

Supervisor Allen moved, Supervisor Bryan seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board to 

approve the Resolution accepting the $1.5 million gift from Dominion for EMS and authorizing the 

County Administrator to execute said resolution. 
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Sentara Building Update 

 

Matthews:  We're going to move forward to the next item, which is Sentara Building update. 

 

Wright:  Mr. Chairman, I had a nice conversation with the I guess, President, Chairman, by phone, and 

he told me to go ahead and make the revisions that we talked about.  I made a few revisions, sent them 

on to him.  I got a confirmation email that he got them.  He passed them on to legal.  We're moving 

forward on a fairly positive thing. The next part will be a wait for their answers but we don't anticipate 

any snags or problems. That's progressing as it should. 

 

Bryan:  And, and to clarify, Mr. Wright, that's for the building only? 

 

Wright:  No, that's the building and land.  It does not include the fixtures involved with the medical 

practice.  They probably in the next few weeks, will come in and strip the building of medical equipment 

and the things used in providing medical services.  Just for the building and the land. 

 

Matthews:  Do we need to take any action tonight? 

 

Wright:  No action required at this time.  

 

Hatton Ferry Update 

 

Matthews:  Moving on to the next item, which is Hatton Ferry update. 

 

Wright:  You know, sometimes things don't move as fast as you'd like for them to but that conversation 

is continuing. We have developed a draft agreement.  Sent that to them to take a look at.  They 

responded to say that the property lists need to be updated.  Some of the things they'd gotten rid of some 

of them.  Some have been replaced.  So we're working on that.   We're getting to at the same time try to 

identify some potential groups that might be willing to accept the ferry operation. So once it comes to 

the county, you can pass it on to somebody who's eligible to take care of that. Hope to be about the May 

meeting, we should be further down the road with that.   

 

Those are the things that I have.  

 

Re:  Executive Closed Session 

 

Matthews:  The next thing we have is not on the agenda, but we need to go into closed session for a few 

minutes. 
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Bryan:  Okay, Mr. Chairman, sir, I make a motion that we go into Executive Closed Session under 2.2- 

3711.1. Discussion consideration or interviews of prospective candidates for employment assignment, 

appointment promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining or resignation of specific Public 

Officers appointees, or poor employees of any public body and evaluation. 

 

Miles:  I second, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Matthews:  We have a motion and a second. Call for the vote.  

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Vice Chairman Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to enter into executive closed session under the above stated Code. 

 

Re:  Return to Regular Session and Certification 

 

Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, I move that we return to open session and certification that the best of each 

board members knowledge, only business matters related to the code of which the executive meeting 

was convened was discussed or considered in the closed executive session. 

 

Miles:  Second, Mr. Chairman, 

 

Matthews:  We have a motion and a second. Call for the vote.  

 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Vice Chairman Miles seconded and was unanimously carried by the Board 

to return to regular open session and certification that the best of each board members knowledge, 

only business matters related to the code of which the executive meeting was convened. was discussed 

or considered in the closed executive session. 

 

Re:  Other Board Matters 

 

Matthews:  Are there other board matters that need to be discussed at this time?  

 

There were no other Board Matters. 

 

Re:  Adjournment 

 

There being no further matters to discuss, Chairman Matthews declared the meeting adjourned. 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________  _________________________________ 

Rebecca S. Carter      Don Matthews, Jr. 

County Administrator     Chairman 


